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Es folgt ein unverinderter Originaltext.
EN: The following is an unmodified original text.

FR: Ce qui suit est un texte original.
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PL comments on the COM Discussion Paper on possible amendments to the Regulations on
light sources and separate control gears

SVM

The Ecodesign Regulation is designed in the first place to determine energy efficiency
requirements. The SVM requirement is a light quality measure. A too strict SVM requirement
can even lead to less energy efficiency.

Poland is in favour to support a gradual introduction of SVM as it is a completely new criterion.
We understand the initial proposal of the SVM value set at 1,6 was a starting point for the market
situation we have today. SVM 1,6 is the recommended limit in NEMA 77:2017, the only
globally available standard for indoor applications.

Poland supports the gradual introduction of SVM, for example starting from 1,6 or 1,3 and then
going towards 1,0 (the scientific visibility threshold) in a final stage. Poland believes that the
“precautionary principle” is already covered in such gradual approach, based on the provided
scientific evidence.

We know that SVM is just one out of many other important technical requirements for
electronics for lighting. SVM is a measure predicting the visibility of stroboscopic effect in
laboratory conditions being the worst case realistic scenario for an sensitised observer, with high
contrast moving stimulus and without daylight or other light sources. But we cannot neglect the
other important technical requirements for electronics for lighting such as: energy efficiency,
lifetime, dimmability, EMC, harmonics, size and more.

Long lasting T8

Poland supports the additional exemption for long lasting T8 lamps in the Ecodesign Regulation.
There are several operations designed on the fluorescent lamp technology, in which the LED
substitutes will not work properly or will not work at all (e.g. emergency systems). Additionally
in harsh conditions, the use of LED lamps instead of the fluorescent lamps will significantly
impact the lifetime of LED substitutes, which will result to frequent replacement cycles,
increased flow of electronic waste and higher costs for end-users.

Usually the operation under the harsh conditions applies to petrochemical and chemical industry,
steel works, glass works etc. In most of these industries there are many precautions in order to
mitigate the potential safety risks. Shortening the replacement cycle of light sources is a very
important safety concern in such applications. T8 Fluorescent lighting has appeared to be the
proven technology in such applications. Additional requirement for long life up to 80 000 hours
will have a positive impact on both: critical applications, where LED lighting is not working
properly and further risk mitigation due to long lasting T8 fluorescent lamps.



