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Consultations on updated EU rules on 
ecodesign and energy labelling 

EFIC feedback  
 

 

                   3 November 2020 

 

In view of the two ongoing consultations1 2 updating EU ecodesign and energy labelling 

rules, the European Furniture Industries Confederation (EFIC) is hereby providing 

comments and suggestions to the text of the draft Regulations.   

 

 
Commission Regulation (EU) .../.... of XXX  
amending Regulation (EU) 2019/ 2020 
 

Article 4, paragraph 1: 

 
(1) in Article 2, point 4 is replaced by the following:  

‘4. ‘containing product’ means a product containing one or more light sources, or 
separate control gears, or both, including luminaires that can be taken apart to allow 

separate verification of the contained light source(s), household appliances containing 

light source(s), furniture (shelves, mirrors, display cabinets) containing light source(s).’ 
 

Commentary: 

The proposed text clarifies from our point of view that furniture with light sources contained in 

it is always a "containing product". 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12471-Energy-efficiency-updated-EU-
rules-on-ecodesign-and-energy-labelling 
 
2 https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12499-Energy-efficiency-updated-EU-
rules-on-energy-labelling  

https://www.efic.eu/
mailto:info@efic.eu
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12471-Energy-efficiency-updated-EU-rules-on-ecodesign-and-energy-labelling
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12471-Energy-efficiency-updated-EU-rules-on-ecodesign-and-energy-labelling
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12499-Energy-efficiency-updated-EU-rules-on-energy-labelling
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12499-Energy-efficiency-updated-EU-rules-on-energy-labelling
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Luminaires are addressed in the same paragraph and under the above conditions, they may 

also be a "containing product". 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a logical consequence, this would mean that furniture with a luminaire (= containing 

product) is not a “containing product“. 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proposal: For the purpose of clarity and thus legal certainty, an additional sentence in Article 

4(1) would be helpful, which could read as follows: "There is no containing product of a 

containing product“. This means for example: A piece of furniture with a luminaire is not to be 

regarded as a “containing product“.  
 

Article 4, paragraph 3: (editorial) 

3) Annexes I to IV are amended as set out in Annex VI to this Regulation.  

Proposal: Here Annex IV should be referred to. 

 

https://www.efic.eu/
mailto:info@efic.eu
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Commission Regulation (EU) .../.... of XXX  
amending Regulation (EU) 2019/ 2015 
 

General comments on the existing (EU) 2019/2015 text: 

 

Article 4, paragraph (b) 

(b) in the event of distance selling, the label and product information sheet are provided, in 

accordance with Annexes VII and VIII; 

Comment & proposal: Since in all other paragraphs (a), (c), (d), (e) the term "light source" 

is explicitly mentioned, this term should also be used in (b) to be more precise. 

 

 

Amendments to Delegated Regulation (EU) 2019/2015 
 
Article 3, paragraph 1 

(1) in Article 2, point (3) is replaced by the following:  

‘(3) ‘containing product’ means a product containing one or more light sources, or separate 
control gears, or both. Examples of containing products are luminaires that can be taken 

apart to allow separate verification of the contained light source(s), household appliances 

containing light source(s), furniture (shelves, mirrors, display cabinets) containing light 

source(s);’; 
Commentary: See commentary on Commission Regulation (EU) .../.... of XXX  

amending Regulation (EU) 2019/ 2020; Article 4, paragraph 1. 

 

 

Article 3, paragraph 3 

(3) Annexes I, III, IV, V, VI and IX are amended as set out in Annex III to this Regulation.  

 

Annex V, point 2:  
Information to be displayed in the documentation for a containing product 

If a light source is placed on the market as a part in a containing product, the technical 

documentation for the containing product shall clearly identify the contained light source(s), 

including the energy efficiency class. 

If a light source is placed on the market as a part in a containing product, the following text 

shall be displayed, clearly legible, in the user manual or booklet of instructions 

This product contains a light source of energy efficiency class <X>', 

where <X> shall be replaced by the energy efficiency class of the contained light source. 

If the product contains more than one light source, the sentence can be in the plural, or 

repeated per light source, as suitable. 

 

  

https://www.efic.eu/
mailto:info@efic.eu
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Understanding: 

EFIC‘s understanding of this point 2 is as follows: 

o A distinction is made between  

• "technical documentation". 

• "User Manual/ Operating Instructions". 

o Technical documentation: is the responsibility of the manufacturer of the containing 

product and can be made available to the market surveillance authority on request within 

a reasonable period of time.  

The technical documentation contains 

• Light sources - ID 

• Energy efficiency class 

o User manual/ user guide is enclosed with the product and contains 

• Phrase "This product contains a light source of energy efficiency class <X>", 

• if several light sources of the same energy efficiency are included in the product this 

sentence is suffcient once it is included in the user manual or the instruction manual. 

Otherwise this sentence must be stated for each light source in the efficiency class of 

different light sources.  

 

Commentary: 

o Furniture is usually accompanied by assembly instructions and sometimes a warranty 

document --> but usually no user manual or instruction manual and certainly not a 

"customer commission based" instruction manual or user manual.  

Another problem (which is not the responsibility of the manufacturer) is that assembly 

instructions/warranty documents enclosed with the furniture are very often not handed 

over to the customer and at the "point of sale (POS)" are usually not with the product 

assembled in the exhibition room. 

o Since assembly instructions are never prepared on a “customer commission basis“, but 

always include all possible assembly constellations (including light sources, unless they 

are already pre-assembled at the factory), the required details of the possible light source 

types could therefore only be listed on one page. This would make it difficult for the reader 

to assign the information to a particular type of lightsource and would then require 

checking again the documents provided at the point of sale. 

o As such, the question arises as to where this information should be placed in a way that 

makes sense for the consumer. 

  

https://www.efic.eu/
mailto:info@efic.eu
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Proposal:  

o This information could usefully be included in documentation accompanying the 

product (e.c. list of types) at the point of sale (short: sales documentation). This is 

always available at the "Point of sale (POS)" and then also serves the purpose of 

informing the customer in advance of the purchase if necessary. 

Suggestions: 

• the energy efficiency class <X> (see illustration) is indicated directly with the sales 

type 

 

 

 

• A "restriction" to the "letter" of the energy efficiency class based on Annex II, Figure 

1 would be useful, as it is impractical for layout reasons to include the complete 

sentence "This product contains a light source of energy efficiency class <X>" with 

each type of sales unit. 

• The meaning of this          could then be explained in the sales documentation in 

the context of the sentence "This product contains a light source of energy 

efficiency class <X>", and everyone (customer, market surveillance officers) would 

know immediately what it refers to. 

 

Text – proposal: Therefore the text of the regulation would have to be supplemented as 

follows: 

o “If a light source is placed on the market as a part in a containing product, the following 

text shall be displayed, clearly legible, in the user manual or booklet of instructions or 

sales documentation.“ 
Suggested addition as last paragraph of point 2:  

If the text cannot be used in the above-mentioned documents due to lack of 

space, it is permissible to leave it as it is when the efficiency class is stated by 

means of a letter in accordance with Annex III, Figure 1, provided that the context 

of the letter and the above-mentioned text are explained in the sales 

documentation. 

 

*** 
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