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Outline

1. Introduction and general state of art of the EPREL system

2. Supplier’s verification conundrum

• Legal persons

• Natural persons

• Pilot for legal persons

• Timeline for verification (arts 6 and 7)

• User management (arts 9 and 10)

3. Parameters to (correctly) select/compare models (arts 11 and 12)

4. Avoidance of redundancy (art 13)

5. Display obligations (art 14)

6. Software updates and system unavailability (arts 15 and 16)
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Legal basis: Framework Regulation (EU) 2017/1369

1. The Commission shall establish and maintain a product database consisting of a public

part, a compliance part and an online portal giving access to those two parts.

[..]

12. The Commission shall be empowered to specify, by means of implementing acts, the 

operational details of the product database. After consulting the Consultation Forum provided 

for in Article 14, those implementing acts shall be adopted in accordance with the examination 

procedure referred to in Article 18(2).

Article 12 – Product database



8834 supplier organisations registered overall

o 7932 Legal persons, 1090 verified

o 902 Natural persons (but only a small minority registered models)

1 589 532 registered models

o 1 131 075 published (accessible online)

o 254 725 not placed on market anymore (still accessible online)

o 203 738 still unpublished

About 50% of models registered by still unverified suppliers
5

EPREL Milestones (upd. to February 2023)

Q3 2017: EPREL project kick off

Q1 2019: registration made available 

(compliance+public part)

Q2 2019: MSA access (compliance+public part)

Q1 2021: public access via QR (public part)

Q2 2022: full public access
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Possible timeline for adoption and entry into 
force 

Draft submitted to Consultation forum: mid February

Consultation forum: 28 February

Comments on draft: within 4 weeks from CF 

Internal consultation on amended text + Publication Feed back (4 weeks) : end of April (tbc )

Documents sent (tbc) to the Committee (1 month in advance): end of May (tbc)

Vote Committee: end of June (tbc) 

Publication OJ : mid July 2023 (tbc)

Entry into force: 20 days after publication

Start of application : “ad hoc” provisions   



Verification process for 
suppliers
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Who must register the 
models?



3 x 2 categories of “registered users”:

(10) ‘manufacturer’ means a natural or legal person who manufactures a product or has a product designed or 

manufactured, and markets that product under its name or trademark;

(11) ‘authorised representative’ means a natural or legal person established in the Union who has received a 

written mandate from the manufacturer to act on its behalf in relation to specified tasks;

(12) ‘importer’ means a natural or legal person established in the Union who places a product from a third 

country on the Union market; 

(13) ‘dealer’ means a retailer or other natural or legal person who offers for sale, hire, or hire purchase, or displays 

products to customers or installers in the course of a commercial activity, whether or not in return for payment;

(14) ‘supplier’ means a manufacturer established in the Union, the authorised representative of a 

manufacturer who is not established in the Union, or an importer, who places a product on the Union market;
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Suppliers (by definition): established in the Union



Lacking a «verification» mechanism, currently registered organisations appear as either:

a) Existing entities but not «suppliers» (e.g. manufacturers from 3rd countries)

b) Same supplier registered multiple times (e.g. departments unaware one of the other)

c) Unexisting entities (e.g. «inadvertently created for testing» especially nat. persons)

d) A number of peculiar situations…

 Clear need of (electronically) verifiying, for each supplier registration: 

Existence

Establishment in the Union

Entitlement of the staff member/user to act

 Mandate for an «authorised representative (?)
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Experienced issues



Because of the “numbers” (thousands) and diversity (27 MSs, national legislation 

and languages) identity verification must be electronic/automated.

eIDAS legislation:

 Personal identification implemented only in 14-15 MSs (to be discarded for now)

 Electronic signature implemented in all MSs (but no “establishment” information)

 Electronic seals possible in any MS  (WITH “establishment” information !)
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Existence of the an entity (pretending to be «supplier»)



Registration of a company in the business/trade register in one of the EU/EEA 

(plus NI) countries can be considered «proof of establishment».

Examples: Registre National Entreprises (RNE, FR), Registro imprese (RI, IT), Oficiul Naţional al Registrului Comerţului

(ONRC, RO), Kruispuntbank van Ondernemingen/Banque-Carrefour des Entreprises (KBOBCE, BE), Registre de 

commerce et des sociétés (RCSL, LU), Gemeinsamen Registerportal der Länder (DE), etc.

• Valid for both natural and legal persons, however the registration details: 

1. For legal persons, can be included in a «seal», verified by the service provider (QTSP) 

 implemented in the pilot!

2. For natural persons, may possibly be included, but would be an unverified «self 

declaration» by the person to the QTSP. 

 Another proof is necessary (e.g registration details in a document electronically

sealed/signed by the national register body  ) 12

Establishment in the Union



• An individual (eg. staff member) providing

verification credential can be indirectly supposed

to be entitled to act…

13

Entitlement to act



(11) ‘authorised representative’ means a natural or legal person […] who has 

received a written mandate from the manufacturer to act on its behalf in 

relation to specified tasks;

14

Specific case: “authorised representatives”

No verification of the 

mandate implemented, to 

date.

Question:

Shall we ask copy of the 

mandate, 

i.e.  the sealed/signed 

written mandate?
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Legal persons: Regulation 2015/1501

Annex
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Directive (EU) 2017/1132 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council 

of 14 June 2017 relating to certain 

aspects of company law (codification)

(Text with EEA relevance)

and

Commission Implementing Regulation 

(EU) 2021/1042 as regards technical 

specifications and procedures for the 

system of interconnection of registers.

17

Directive (EU) 2017/1132
An EUID is defined here to unequivocally 

identify companies and branches for the 

purpose of the exchange of information 

(national business/trade registries)

Example: BRIS (Business Registers Interconnection System)

Country Business Register ID . Registration number

See a. Art. 3.1 of Article 3(1) of Directive 2009/101/EC 

(central registrars for each registered company)
URL: https://europa.eu/!T36MBK
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ETSI +EUID combined
5.1.5 Legal Person semantics 

“When the legal person semantics identifier is included, any present 

organizationIdentifier attribute in the subject field shall 

contain information using the following structure in the presented order:

 3-character legal person identity type reference;

 character ISO 3166-1 [2] country code;

 hyphen-minus "-" (0x2D (ASCII), U+002D (UTF-8)); and

 identifier (according to country and identity type reference).

The three initial characters shall have one of the following defined 

values:

1) "VAT" for identification based on a national value added tax 

identification number.

2) "NTR" for identification based on an identifier from a 

national trade register.

3) "PSD" for identification based on national authorization number of a 

payment service provider under Payments Services Directive (EU) 

2015/2366

4) "LEI" for a global Legal Entity Identifier as specified in ISO 17442 

[4]. The 2 character ISO 3166-1 [2] country code shall be set to 

'XG'.

5) Two characters according to local definition within the specified 

country and name registration authority, identifying a national 

scheme that is considered appropriate for national and European 

level, followed by the character ":" (colon).

Examples:

NTRAT-ATBRA.012345-000

NTRBE-BEKBOBCE.0123.456.789

NTRCZ-CZVROR.12345678

NTRDE-DED3310V.HRB12345

NTRES-ES01234.123456789

NTRFR-FR3102.123456789

NTRHU-HUOCCSZ.01-02-123456

NTRIT-ITRI.01234567890 

NTRLU-LURCSL.B12345

NTRNL-NLNHR.01234567

NTRRO-ROONRC.J40/01234/5678

Country Business Register ID . Registration number

Redundant?
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the EUID and the seal (NTR)
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NATURAL persons: Regulation 2015/1501

Annex
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ETSI EN 319 412-1   V1.4.4 (2021-05)

Country Business Register ID . Registration number

?



Time for a discussion

Verification process for 

suppliers



Other operational rules



Legislation is focused on «product compliance» 

Parameters relevant for the consumer/procurer to select the (most efficient) model 

are not necessarily relevant for compliance purposes and, consequently, their

declaration is not required

Examples:

• For some products: country of placement on the market

• GTIN/EAN codes

• Features that are relevant for the intended use (and may involve also different

performance)… 

25

Parameters or information  not «explicitly» 
mentioned
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Example 1

Refrigering appliances: 

Only «wine storage» explicitly mentioned and to be 

declared as such.

The PIS does not require a “relevant” indication of 

the type of appliance, (e.g. professional chest

freezer, freezer (4 stars), minibar, chitchen

refrigerator, so no way to compare comparable

appliance types… 



1) The current legislation 2020/740 does not 

distinguish for tyres, e.g.:

• C1: Run Flat, Extended mobility

• C2/C3: Steer/Traction/Trailer or C, CP, LT

From March 2024, new thresholds will be 

differentiated (type approval) *

2) A procurer of C3 tyres e.g. for a fleet of 

buses,  cannot correctly see the class 

population and assess (e.g. steer, trail and traction 

tyres are likely to have different classes for all the same 

identical other parameters declared in EPREL,  2 steer tyres 

and 4 traction needed for each bus, + 2 trailer for articulated 

ones…)
27

Example 2

* UNR117, 04 series (WP29 : ECE_TRANS_WP.29_2023_8).

https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2023-01/ECE_TRANS_WP.29_2023_8e.pdf


Labels accuracy (1/2)

uploaded in EPREL 

(correct QR)

Wrong QR 

requiring PW
Unreadable QR

EPREL-generated

QR replaced

(as from OJ)
EPREL-generated
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The dealers/retailers have an obligation to correctly show the labels:



Labels accuracy (2/2)

Unreadable QR

Poorly printed labels, size reduced found in B&M shops… resulting in unreadable QR code, hidden QR 

codes…

No label frequently displayed in on-line stores



• The same model may be imported by different suppliers

• Confusing to have the same model listed multiple times (not necessarily one

after the other)

• Redundancy avoidance may be avoided: EPREL woudl check Brand +  model 

identifier for duplicated registrations and:

• Ask to the 2° or nth supplier confirmation or, alternatively

• Recognise the duplication and «filter» it in statistics and when displaying…
30

Redundant registrations

Article 12

Product database

[…]

7.   The product database shall be established in accordance with the following criteria:

[…]

(c) automatic avoidance of redundant registration.
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